
 

 

GUIDELINES AND INSTRUCTIONS for Norwalk Youth Symphony Auditions  
 

The following are guidelines to be used when recording your audition video: 

• Recordings must be submitted online through Acceptd. Physical CDs, DVDs, tapes, emailed 

files and YouTube links will not be accepted. 

• For technical support with your Acceptd submission, please contact support@getacceptd.com. 

• The recording should be in a video format such as MP4, MOV, MPG, MPED, etc. 

• Video submissions must be unaccompanied and in one continuous take that includes 

all components (scale, solo selections, excerpts). Video submissions must not be edited. 

• The total time of the solo portion of your audition video should be no more than 5 minutes per 

solo piece. 

• Final audition videos must be submitted by August 15th 
 

Tips for a Successful Audition Video 

• At the beginning of the recording state your name, the scale you are playing and the name of 

the solo piece(s) and which orchestral excerpt(s) you are playing. 

• Stay within the frame. It is okay to move your head, hands and body – be natural and not stiff. 

Your face, hands, instrument and bow stroke (if applicable) should remain in the frame while 

you are playing. 

• While there is no specific dress code requirement dressing nicely may help exude more 

confidence and wearing pajamas would be frowned upon. 

• Stand close enough to the camera that we can see you but not so close that the sound quality 

distorts or part of your instrument is out of frame. We recommend making a test recording to 

check the video and audio quality. While you will not be evaluated on the quality of the device, 

we want to be able to see and hear you in your best form. 

• Don’t procrastinate. Practice the music you’ll be submitting well before the deadlines. Don’t 

leave the final recording for the last day. Plan ahead, know what you’re going to record with, 

and fix any problems in plenty of time to meet the deadlines. 

● See below - Helpful hints on framing your video 
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How to Frame Your Audition Video  

 
 
 

GOOD: 

 
-Keep your hands and instrument in the image 

-Strings: the fingerboard and contact point (where the bow 

touches the string) are clearly visible 

-The player is appropriately lit 

-Check your surroundings be sure there is no distracting 

background. This is an example of a good position. 

 

 

 

 
BAD: 

 
-Be sure the music stand is not blocking you 

- In this photo the light sources in the background muddles 
the image 

-Mrs. Mac is turned so that the fingerboard and contact 
point are not visible. Turn as in the above “good” photo. 



How to Frame Your Audition Video  

 

GOOD: 

- You may stand or sit 

- We see the player from 

the front, at a slight angle 

- The player’s instrument 

and hands are in the 

image 

- The player is not too close 

to the recording device 

- The player is clearly lit 

- There are no distracting 

elements 

- The music stand does not block 

the view of the fingers or 

embouchure 
 

 

BAD: 

- The music stand is blocking part of the view 

- The fingers, embouchure, or instrument are not visible or the room is too dark 

- The recording device is too close 

- Bright light sources in the background make it hard to see the player clearly. 
 


