
To NYS Community: 

 Earlier this month, we took well-deserved pride in our children’s achievements at all ensemble 

levels as they performed together in concert. This past weekend, they received their music for the May 

concert, in which they’re scheduled to perform with internationally renowned violinist Midori. 

Our plans for that concert are moving forward. But we cannot ignore the potential impact of the 

Covid-19 virus on the NYS.   We are writing today to update you on the steps the Board has taken to 

mitigate the risks of Covid-19, and on its contingency planning in case of a worsening of the situation.  

If you have questions about the disease, The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention’s website is an excellent source of information.  

 As the Board and Management of Norwalk Youth Symphony, we are committed to providing 

your children with outstanding musical experiences and educational opportunities, while prioritizing 

their safety and well-being. Our current plan is continue with the majority of our programs, while being 

alert to developments as the situation warrants. 

We were informed earlier this week that Norwalk City Hall is temporarily required to limit the size of 

groups to 100 individuals. For that reason, the Principal Orchestra and Phil Strings performance with the 

Norwalk Symphony, slated for March 22, is cancelled, as is the Concert Orchestra’s performance with 

INTEMPO, which was scheduled for March 28. With the cancellation of the Side by Side concert, City Hall 

is now available for rehearsals on that date. We are also planning to shift regular rehearsal times to 

accommodate the attendance guidelines, while endeavoring to minimize the disruption to NYS families. 

We will provide further information on the revised rehearsal schedule as soon as possible.  

Along with those changes, we will be implementing prudent policy revisions to promote healthy 

behaviors at rehearsals and relax certain policies for the time being. 

1. Regular rehearsals will continue as scheduled, but will be cancelled if Norwalk Public Schools 

cancels classes. If Norwalk City Hall closes its facilities, NYS will cancel its rehearsals. 

2. The NYS will provide hand sanitizers at the check-in desk and in each rehearsal room.  We 

encourage all students to sanitize their hands upon arrival and before leaving.   

3. If a rehearsal is scheduled, but you, as a parent, are concerned based on the virus situation in 

your area, use your judgment. Your child will be excused without penalty for missing the 

rehearsal, in keeping with the policy applied to snowstorm absences.  

4. Rehearsals will take their usual break for snacks, but we are asking parents to provide their 

children with their own nut-free snacks and drinks for the time being. This alleviates the 

communal setting where the children are in close proximity to each other. The conductors and 

snack volunteers will remind the children to wash their hands before and after snack. Hand 

sanitizers will be available.. 

Italy Tour Plans 

 At the present time, Italy is under a level 3 travel ban for non-essential travel. If Italy remains 

affected by travel restrictions as of April 1, Encore will contact us with options for the tour.    These may 

include choosing another destination, postponing the tour for a later date, or cancelling it.   After 

receiving this information, NYS will arrange a meeting with parents in early April to discuss the options 

we have and reach an agreement on our next steps.   Encore will work with us to implement the 

alternative we choose.  

https://www.cdc.gov/

